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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON 25. D. c.

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR
o 4 MAY 1963

Honorable Cari Vinson
Chairmman, Armed Servicos Committee
Houge of Representatives

Washington 25, p. C.

Desar My, Chairman:

H.R. 2989, a Bi}l to further amend the Missing Persons
Act to cover certain persons detained in foreign countries against
thelr will, and for other purposes, was submitted to the Congress by
the Department of Defense for its own Purposes and to accommodate
the needs of the Central Intelligence Agency. The proposed Bill
provides for specific Coverage under the Missing Persons Act for
military and civilian personnel employed by the Federal Goverament
in coldewar situations and Fe-establishes the former policy of
deferment of Federal incore tax reporting and payment during the
period such personne] are in a missing statug,

The necessity for this legislation arises out of the fact
that originally the language used Contemplated conventional wartime
situations. Therefore, the terminolagy of missing in action or
interned in a heutral country, etec, is not precisely descriptive of
the situations which do deve.op. It is difficult legaily to 8&y that a
person is missing when in faet the Soviet government has announced
that he is a prisoner and the individual ia then exhibited to the world.

is provided for handling income tax reporting and payment of taxes
of such individuale. This Bill would Provide appropriate legal moeans
of bandling tax returng and payment of taxeg. In the absence of such
authority many difficult and inequitable situations do occur,
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In the past the Agency has had at any one time more than half
a dozen cases which would have been assisted by the provisions in the
proposed bill.

There are still currently certain outstanding cases
which would be legally strengthened by the new legislation.

Therefore, this Agency would like to have your support of
this legislation and would urge its passage by the Congress.

Sincerely,
(Signed) JOHN A. McCONE

John A. McCone
Diractor
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